MRCNC26 - Keynote Speakers

Odile Le Bolloch (Environmental Protection Agency) brings decades of experience at the
intersection of environmental monitoring and public policy. She ensures that Ireland’s
climate response is shaped by robust science and a just transition for all.

John Morrissey (University of Galway) is a leading international scholar on geopolitics,
development and security. His work for the United Nations has broadened interventionary
visions for human and environmental security for our increasingly precarious planet.

Rupa Marya (Trinity College Dublin) is a physician, activist and scholar. Her groundbreaking
work on the links between colonialism, health and ecological breakdown has reshaped how
we understand the healing; of bodies, lands and systems.

Jack O’'Donovan Tra (Fair Seas) is a leading voice in Ireland’s marine conservation
movement. He champions the protection of our ocean’s biodiversity and the communities
whose lives are dependent on healthy seas.

Anna Davies (Trinity College Dublin) is a world-renowned scholar of sustainable
consumption and urban living. Her research has moved from university libraries into
neighbourhoods, changing how we think about sharing, waste and everyday choices.

Sean McCabe (Bohemian Football Club) proves that climate action belongs on every pitch
and in every community. As a driving force behind one of Ireland’s most progressive football
clubs, he brings the energy of grassroots sport into the heart of environmental justice.

Fiona Doohan (University College Dublin) is a plant scientist whose work on crop resilience
and soil health speaks directly to the farmer in the field and the researcher at the bench.
She is a bridge between two kinds of knowing.

Matt Smith (Hometree) has dedicated himself to the restoration of Ireland’s native
woodlands. He brings together ecologists, landowners and volunteers in a shared act of
care for the land.

Grace Maher (SETU/IOA) speaks from the soil up. A passionate advocate for organic
farming, she brings the knowledge of growers who have long understood that healthy food
begins with a healthy earth.

Deirdre de Bhailis (Dingle Hub) is a pioneer of remote working and rural revitalisation. She
shows that climate action and community resilience go hand in hand, and that the West of
Ireland has a powerful story to tell.

Alice Doyle (Irish Farmers’ Association) represents the voice of Irish farming at a time of
profound change. Her work bridges tradition and transformation, ensuring that farmers are
not the bystanders to climate policy but the shapers of it.

Molly Garvey (Community Gardens Ireland Co-Chair)_is a young food and farming
professional and Nuffield Ireland scholar. Her international perspective and deep local roots
offer a hopeful, practical vision for the future of food and nature.
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